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DETAILED ACTION 

1 . This is in response to applicant's amendment filed August 8, 2003, in which 
claims 1 through 22 are pending. 

2. The amendment of the title in response to the objection of the title is 
acknowledged. 

Claim Rejections - 35 USC § 112 



3. The following is a quotation of the second paragraph of 35 U.S.C. 112: 

The specification shall conclude with one or more claims particularly pointing out and distinctly 
claiming the subject matter which the applicant regards as his invention. 

4. Claims 1,15 and 21-22 rejected under 35 U.S.C. 112, second paragraph, as 
being indefinite for failing to particularly point out and distinctly claim the subject matter 
which applicant regards as the invention. Applicant's claims are drawn to negative 
recitation or have not positively recited clams, for instance, when the signal peculiar to 
the USB is not detected or received. The indicated phrase is not positively recited 
phrase of the claims. 

Claim Rejections - 35 USC § 103 

5. The following is a quotation of 35 U.S.C. 103(a) which forms the basis for all 
obviousness rejections set forth in this Office action: 



Application/Control Number: 09/706,854 Page 3 

Art Unit: 2684 

(a) A patent may not be obtained though the invention is not identically disclosed or described as set forth in 
section 102 of this title, if the differences between the subject matter sought to be patented and the prior art 
are such that the subject matter as a whole would have been obvious at the time the invention was made to 
a person having ordinary skill in the art to which said subject matter pertains. Patentability shall not be 
negatived by the manner in which the invention was made. 

6. Claims 1,3-5,9-10,15,20-22 are rejected under 35 U.S.C. 103(a) as being 
unpatentable over Matsuda (6,21 1649) in view of Mizutani et al (6,603,744). 

As to claim 1,15,21-22 Matsuda dislcoses a communication device (10) 
comprising: detecting means (15) for detecting a voltage output and temperature 
exceed predetermine threshold "peculiar signal" to a Universal Serial Bus (USB) 
obtained via the USB (col. 3, lines 18-25, col. 3, lines 35-57 and figs.2 and 3). Matsuda 
discloses disconnecting means (13) for disconnecting a line, which is being used for 
charging the mobile terminal when the voltage or temperature is above a threshold (col. 
3, lines 58-67 and figs. 2 and 3). Matsuda does not specifically disclose data 
tranmission is disconnected when the signal peculiar to the USB is not detected by said 
detecting means within a predetermined time. However, Mizutani et al, in a similar field 
of endeavor, disclose disconnect the bus when there is no message transmission takes 
place within predetermined time (column 14, lines 15-64, column 15, line 62-column 16, 
line 5 and figures 1 & 6). Therefore, it would have been obvious to a person of ordinary 
skill in the art at the time of the invention, improve Matsuda in disconnecting a universal 
serial bus connection upon detecting no transmission is taking place,, as taught by 
Mizutani, in order to conserve power during an idle state of the communication. 

As to claim 3,20, Matsuda dislcoses all the limitation of claim 1 , and further 
dislcose the disconnecting means (15) instructs the communication via a command line 
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with respect to a wireless telephone set which is coupled to the communication device 
(col. 3, lines 61-67 and figs. 2 and 3). 

As to claim 4, Matsuda dislcoses the disconnecting means disconnects the line, 
which is being used for the communication by cutting off a power supply of the wireless 
telephone set (col. 3, lines 64-col. 4 line 7 and figs. 2 and 3). 

As to claim 5, Matsuda discloses USB cable which is capable of transmitting data 
and charging a battery for external device (mobile phone) upon the voltage and 
temperature of USB is above the limit then interrupt the charge and stop the supply of 
the power "disconnection of the line which is being used for the communication " the 
user aware that the power is cut-off "notify" (col. 1 , line 65-col.2, line 4, col. 3, lines 51- 
67 and fig.3). 

As to claim 9, Matsuda dislcoses the detecting means (15) and the disconnecting 
means (13) are built into a connector of a cable (10) connecting computer equipment 
(20) and a wireless telephone set (30) (col. 3 lines 1-33 and fig. 2). 

As to claim 10, Matsuda dislcoses the detecting means (15) and said 
disconnecting means (13) are built into one of a computer equipment (21 USB port of 
computer 20) and a wireless telephone set (through phone connector of phone 30) 
which are coupled via the communication device (10) (col. 2, lines 55-67 and fig. 1 ). 

7. Claims 2, 1 1-14,16, are rejected under 35 U.S.C. 103(a) as being unpatentable 
over Matsuda in view of Mizutani et al and futher in view of Hamdi et al (6,408,351). 

As to claims 2,16 Matsuda and Mizutani do not specifically disclose the signal 
peculiar to the USB is selected from a group of a frame start (SOF) signal, an interrupt 
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transfer request signal, a control transfer signal and a BULK IN transfer request signal. 
However, Hamdi et al, in the same field of endeavor, disclose the UBS supports four 
types data transfers that is control transfers, bulk transfers, interrupt transfers and start 
of frame (SOF) (col. 6, lines 50-57 and col. 9, lines 27-30). Therefore, it would have 
been obvious to one of ordinary skill in the art at the time of the invention to detect a 
signal that causes damage to a device be selected from group of signal, as taught by 
Hamdi, in order to protect the communication device from damage due to unusual or 
unregulated voltage flow to a device. 

As to claim 1 1 , Matsuda dislcoses all the limitation of claim 1 , and further 
dislcose the disconnecting means (15) instructs the communication via a command line 
with respect to a wireless telephone set which is coupled to the communication device 
(col. 3, lines 61-67 and figs. 2 and 3). 

As to claim 12, Matsuda dislcoses the disconnecting means disconnects the line, 
which is being used for the communication by cutting off a power supply of the wireless 
telephone set (col. 3, lines 64-col. 4 line 7 and figs. 2 and 3). 

As to claim 13, Matsuda dislcoses the detecting means (15) and the 
disconnecting means (13) are built into a connector of a cable (10) connecting computer 
equipment (20) and a wireless telephone set (30) (col. 3 lines 1-33 and fig.2). 

As to claim 14, Matsuda dislcoses the detecting means (15) and said 
disconnecting means (13) are built into one of a computer equipment (21 USB port of 
computer 20) and a wireless telephone set (through phone connector of phone 30) 
which are coupled via the communication device (10) (col. 2, lines 55-67 and fig . 1 ) - 
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8. Claims 6-8,17-19 are rejected under 35 U.S.C. 103(a) as being unpatentable 
over Matsuda in view of Mizutani et al and further in view of Freadman (6,546,262). 

As to claims 6,17, Matsuda and Mizutani do not specifically disclose electronic 
mail function of a wireless telephone set. However, Freadman dislcoses cellular phone 
is coupled to cradle "USB" and upload exchange data between computer and the phone 
list of phone and names of callers (col.4 lines 30-47). Since Matsuda transmits data 
from the host computer to the phone through the couple USB connection, then, it would 
have been obvious to one of ordinary skill in the art at the time of the invention, improve 
Matsuda and Mizutani in exchanging message from host computer to mobile phone, as 
taught by Freadman, in order to update the information such as email or list of phone 
number, name, voicemail, to the mobile phone. 

As to claims 7,18 Matsuda does not specifically dislcose log storage means. 
However, Freadman discloses transmitted the list of number or names stored (col. 4, 
lines 23-29). Therefore, it would have been obvious to one of ordinary skill in the art at 
the time of the invention to modify Matsuda in storing list of phone number, as taught by 
Freadman, for further reference or retrieval information are stored. 

As to claims 8,19 Matsuda discloses computer equipment, which is coupled to 
the communication device via the USB (col. 3 line 67 to col.4, Iine7). Matsuda does not 
disclose reconnecting is performed based on stored lines. However, Freadman 
disclose the cellular phone re-attached t the cradle the computer instructing the 
software to upload this list to the phone (col.4, lines 30-47). Therefore, it would have 
been obvious to one of ordinary skill in the art at the time of the invention to modify 
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Matsuda in storing list of lines and reconnect, as taught by Freadman, for easily 
accessing the number and names without memorizing for reconnection. 

Response to Arguments 

9. Applicant's arguments with respect to claims 1-14 have been considered but are 
moot in view of the new ground(s) of rejection. 

Conclusion 

10. The prior art made of record and not relied upon is considered pertinent to 
applicant's disclosure. 

Farazmandnia et al (6,625,472) disclose a system and method for connecting a 
cellular telephone (3) to a personal computing deice (1). A mobile phone interface MPI 
(16) in molded between the ends of a Universal Serial Bus-USB port on a personal 
computing device (1 ) (abstract and figure 2). 

Any inquiry concerning this communication or earlier communications from the 
examiner should be directed to Tilahun B Gesesse whose telephone number is 703- 
308-5873. The examiner can normally be reached on flex. 

If attempts to reach the examiner by telephone are unsuccessful, the examiner's 
supervisor, Nay Maung can be reached on 703-308-7745. The fax phone number for 
the organization where this application or proceeding is assigned is 703-872-9306. 
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Information regarding the status of an application may be obtained from the 
Patent Application Information Retrieval (PAIR) system. Status information for 
published applications may be obtained from either Private PAIR or Public PAIR. 
Status information for unpublished applications is available through Private PAIR only. 
For more information about the PAIR system, see http://pair-direct.uspto.gov. Should 
you have questions on access to the Private PAIR system, contact the Electronic 
Business Center (EBC) at 866-217-9197 (toll-free). 
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